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1958 Masquerade.
A Spectator’s Impressions.

FTER 100%, plus, credit
is given te this year’s
masquerader’s behavieur in
eemparisen to the immediate
preceding years, the vital ques-
tion mark remains emblazoned on
the island’s educational, cultural
and meral background canvas;
demanding to know whether the
low-down features of hooligan-
jsm, savagery and vulgarity are
inseparable from Masquerade?
The question has been asked,time
and again, from the days of the
“‘Blackie” and “Reddie” terror-
isms to this one. The answer
that, also, will supply the cue
has not been given. Someday,
hewever, Dominica will have
to face up this question and
give a definite in one out of two
words, namely, SUPPRESSION or
REFORMATION.

At the elose of the two days’
“play” on Tuesday, the ‘‘Satur-
palian god” had collected one
in the grave, several with a
broken skin and as many in the
“Police bag.” The Civie Autho-
rities were left & legacy of

of rubbish and
ar from the streets,

Nor did he withdraw his legion
of infernal imps before his red-
hot searing irons had touched
and left their marks on the mind
and hearts of his votaries, and
the Educational Authorities an
Morals Teachers left with 20
years’ labour to undo his two
days’ mistraining and misdirec-
tion of mind, heart and spirit.

At Cross Purposes.

It seems ironical that this des-
tructive work — this annual grand
\rehearsal of the bawdy, the
'banal and the retrograde--can
‘be permitted, even encouraged.

just at the time our Secondary
Schools are putting out their best

efforts in educating the man and
'woman power of the country to
' the highest standard and position
of citizenship in a gradually
develeping community, with all
the duties and responsibilities
these positions of leadership
carry.

It seems to me and to many
others that, Masquerade, as 2
pagaent show, can have a posi-
tive cultural, even educational,
value --that is, it can subserve a
purpose not much inferior to that
of the "Arts to natural life; but
that, in its existing Dominica
style and practice, it is perver-
sive of morals, degenerative of
culture, and at cross-purposes
with academic teachings which
aim at the Ideal and endeavour
to eradicate the Sensual, the
Bestial in Man and Woman.

The leadership of some three
decades agoe which rid peaceful,
law-abiding citizens of the
“Darkie” and ‘‘Reddie” terror-
ism is yet to come forward at
this more enlightened age to
ensure reasonable security to
persons who, for health sake,
might desire some unusal stretch-
ing of the legs and blowing ef
the lungs on the Moi Roseau

once a year.
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A SLIGHT departure in the £
presenting the series in thig TeVion '
made to-day so as to dwel| on"
parts in the Budget Speech whig, '
a more or less direct relationshj -

The first of these relates to the
cational Service which, this yea
cost $251,355--about 9% of the'
revenue to be collected, p'us Grany
Aid and C. D. & W. revenue,
allocation is as under :—

Administretion :

Personal £moluments $ 7,558

Other Charges 2.075

Special Expenditure 120 § 43
Primary :

Personal £molument $156,685

Other Charges 20,464

Special Expenditure 180 I7i8

Grammar Schoot :
Personal Emoluments $25,686
Other Charges 8,193
Scholarships ‘
Educational Grants

This is the second largest Qe
mental appropriation on the Estimé
It is led by Medical with $251 B0
followed by Police with $202,606.

Referring in direct terms t0 the¥
of the Education vote, the AduE
says:—

“It is clear that one quest
will need serious consideration €4
cost of our educational ‘services 1 §
to our resources. I de mot mean W
that we must contemplate yputhlest =
tions in those services, bub I do®
that it will be necessary
gome of our attitudes and tosear’
conventional methods of imtru.'“"“'
Like the stock diplomati¢ P

t hat hide the intention and ali® p
as a major putsch is 3 ut *
Jaunched, there is not much ':

alarm in the above language:
gets suspieious of a hidden ?
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